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Merck’s Gardasil HPV Vaccine Caused 
Teen’s Narcolepsy, Federal Vaccine Court 
Rules 


Trey Cobb, who developed narcolepsy after taking Merck’s Gardasil human papillomavirus, or 
HPV, vaccine won a major victory when the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program ruled 
the vaccine caused his condition. The case could set a precedent in the upcoming lawsuits against 
Merck alleging the pharma giant knowingly hid risks associated with the vaccine. 


By Brenda Baletti, Ph.D. 
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A teen who developed vaccine-induced narcolepsy after taking the Gardasil human 
papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine won a major victory this month when the federal “Vaccine Court” 
ruled he is entitled to compensation under the National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act of 1986. 


Trey Cobb received a third dose of Merck's Gardasil vaccine in August 2015, when he was 14 
years old. Soon after, he began experiencing autoimmune symptoms, including severe fatigue 
and difficulty carrying on normal activities. 


Now 22, Cobb still experiences a multitude of symptoms that likely will never go away. 


Expert testimony showed Cobb developed autoimmune narcolepsy induced by processes called 
“molecular mimicry” and “cross-reactivity.” 


Infectious virus-like particles from the Gardasil vaccine mimicked the body's natural amino acid 
sequences and confused the immune system into attacking the body's own cell receptor sites, 
affecting wakefulness and sleep. 


Cobb petitioned the National Vaccine Injury Compensation Program (VICP), also known as the 
“Vaccine Court,” for compensation. VICP is a “no-fault” alternative to the traditional legal system 
for resolving injury claims for vaccines whose makers have no liability under federal law. Cases 
are adjudicated by a court-appointed “special master” rather than a judge. 
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